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Amillennialism
by Prof. Robert B. Strimple

I. Christ: The Theme of O.T. Prophecy

A. Premillennial's Literal Hermeneutic: Dispensational premillennialists
regard the as yet
 unfulfilled OT prophesies given to Israel under the old
covenant as having a literal fulfillment
 in the millennium. This will entail
a return to the Old Covenant, including:

1. Jerusalem as capital city of the kingdom

2. The temple rebuilt

3. A reestablished priesthood

4. Animal sacrifices again offered

5. Christ entering the temple each Sabbath by the eastern gate while
the priests offer sacrifices
 (Ez 46)

6.Observation of dietary laws

7. Circumcision (Ez 44:23, 9)

 

B. Is Such A Literal Hermeneutic The Correct One?

 

1. ALL EVANGELICALS AGREE that the Old Testament sacrifices, feasts,
and ceremonies
 were "teaching tools pointing forward to the work
of Christ" (86)

2. WHY, THEN, MAY NOT the promised land, Jerusalem, the temple, and
the nation of Israel
 have a like significance, pointing the way toward
the new covenant?

3. TYPOLOGICAL INTERPRETATION DOES NOT DENY THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE
 TYPES: The types do not, themselves, lack reality. Yet their relation
to the NT is one of
 shadow/reality. Once the reality has come to pass in
its fullness, the shadow passes away.

 

C. How Does The NT Interpret These OT Figures? Answer: Typologically

 

1. CHRIST IS THE TRUE ISRAEL, AS ARE THOSE WHO ARE IN HIM

 

a. ISAIAH’S SERVANT SONGS HAVE A DOUBLE REFERENT that has long baffled

Jewish commentators. On the one hand, they refer to Israel, God’s
chosen one and
 servant (41:8-9; 44:1-2, 21; 45:4;
49:3). On the other, they seem also to refer to some
 individual
(42:1-4). These prophesies are interpreted by the NT as referring
to Christ
 (Mt 8:17 and Acts 8:30-35)
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b. MATTHEW (2:15) SEES A DOUBLE REFERENT IN HOSEA 11:1 ("Out of Egypt
I
 called my son")

c. PAUL IDENTIFIES CHRIST , NOT PHYSICAL ISRAEL, AS ABRAHAM’S
SEED
 (Gal 3:16). Gal 3:7 and Rom 4:11, 16,
moreover, identify the church as Abraham’s
 offspring.

d. HENCEFORTH, WE WHO ARE IN CHRIST ARE THE TRUE ISRAEL: Gal
3:26-
29, Rom 2:28-29, and Phil 3:3

e. THE OLD COVENANT IS OBSOLETE, HAVING BEEN SUPERSEDED BY THE

NEW: Heb 8:8-12 identifies the new covenant with Israel (Jer
31:33-34) with the
 covenant instituted by Christ with the church. Most
importantly, Heb 8:13 declares the
 old covenant obsolete and passing
away. This makes impossible the dispensational view
 of Ez 40-48 as a
reinstitution of temple sacrifice.

f. UPSHOT: The OT did not see how its own prophesies were to be fulfilled
- indeed, it
 could not prior to Christ. The NT authors were able
to interpret the OT in the light of
 His coming of the new covenant that
He instituted. So should we.

 


2. THE LAND OF PROMISE A TYPE OF A NEW HEAVEN AND EARTH

 

a. LITERALISM WOULD DICTATE THAT THE JEWS WERE PROMISED CANAAN

ONLY: Gen 17:8

b. THE NT VIEW THIS PROMISE AS INVOLVING THE WORLD, EVEN THE
 UNIVERSE:
Rom 4:13, Heb 11:9-10, 13-16, and 2 Pet 3:3

c. UPSHOT: Amillennialism does ignore prophesies regarding the restoration
and
 renewal of Israel. But it places them in the context of the new heaven
and earth (Is
 65:17; 66:22; 2 Pet 3:13; Rev 21:1)
and a final redemption that is cosmic in scope.

 


3. THE HOLY CITY A TYPE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD HIMSELF

 

a. Heb 12:18-24, Gal 4:25-26, and Rev 14:1 (cf.
Rev 4:1-6)

b. THE DISTINCTION, "EARTHLY vs. HEAVENLY," IS THAT OF "COPY
vs. REAL"
 (cf. Heb 9:23-24)

c. SPIRITUAL REALITIES ARE AS REAL AS THE TYPES TO WHICH
THEY ARE
 COMPARED: To refer the OT types to their ultimate counterparts
is not to engage in
 "spiritualizing" or "allegorical" exegesis that somehow
minimizes their significance.

d. WHAT IS THE REFORMATION PRINCIPLE OF THE LITERAL
 INTERPRETATION
OF SCRIPTURE? It is interpreting Scripture in the light of
 Scripture.

e. THIS IS PRECISELY THE SORT OF EXEGESIS IN WHICH THE NT WRITERS
 ENGAGE.
They interpret the elements of the old covenant in the light of the new

(progressive revelation). So should we.
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f. The prophesies of Is 2:2-4 and Micah 4:1-3 about "many
peoples" from "all nations"
 streaming to Jerusalem are being fulfilled
now as men and women of every tribe on the
 face of the earth call
upon the name of Zion’s King and become citizens of ‘the
 Jerusalem that
is above." (93)

 


4. THE KINGDOM OF DAVID IS SEEN BY THE NT AS A TYPE OF A PRESENT
AND
 ETERNAL (NOT FUTURE AND PROVISIONAL) KINGDOM

 

a. PETER SEES GOD’S PROMISE TO DAVID AS ALREADY HAVING BEEN

FULFILLED: 2 Sam 7:16 and Acts 2:30-31

b. JAMES SEES THE RESTORATION OF DAVID’S THRONE, AND ITS BROAD
 SCOPE,
AS HAVING ALREADY BEEN FULFILLED: Amos 9:11-12 and Acts
15:13-
21

c. IF IT WERE NOT JAMES WHO HAD SAID THIS, DISPENSATIONALISTS

WOULD MAKE THE CHARGE THAT THIS IS A DANGEROUS
 "SPIRITUALIZING" OF OT PROPHESY

 


5. THE TEMPLE OF GOD A TYPE OF CHRIST

 

a. THE PROPHETS SPEAK OF FUTURE WORSHIP OF GOD IN TERMS OF THE
 TEMPLE

b. YET CHRIST IDENTIFIES HIMSELF AS THE TEMPLE: Mt 12:6,
Jn 2:19-22, Jn
 4:10, 14 (cf. Ez 47:1), and Rev
21:22

c. UPSHOT: PROPHESY REQUIRES NO FUTURE, LITERAL REBUILT TEMPLE

II. The Second Coming of Christ: The Grand Finale of Redemptive History

A. THE OT DOES NOT TEACH A FUTURE MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

B. THE NT GOES EVEN FARTHER, RULING OUT A MILLENNIAL KINGDOM.
WHY? THE
 END TIME EVENTS WILL HAPPEN ALL AT ONCE.

 

1. THE CONCURRENCE OF THESE EVENTS

2. DISPENSATIONALISM ARTIFICIALLY SEPARATES THESE EVENTS IN ORDER TO

FIT IN A MILLENNIUM

 


C. WHAT THE SCRIPTURES TEACH

 

1. A SINGLE RESURRECTION OF THE JUST AND UNJUST: Jn
5:28-29, Acts 24:15.
 References to the resurrection of the
just (Lk 14:14, 20:14, Phil 3:11 and 1 Thess
4:16) have
 been taken to imply two resurrections. But nowhere
in Scripture, except Rev 20:4-6, are two
 resurrections mentioned.
Amillennialists argue that the "first resurrection" is a metaphor for

something other than physical resurrection, and that we must abide
by the clear teaching of
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 the other passages that there is one resurrection.

2. ONE RETURN OF CHRIST, ONE JUDGMENT

 

2 Thess 1:5-10 speaks of final, eternal punishment of
the wicked and simultaneous relief
 given the saints, both occurring
at Christ’s return. Hence, Christ’s coming for his saints
 (the rapture),
and his coming in judgment upon the rest of the world, are one and the

same event.

3. THE RESURRECTION/GLORIFICATION OF THE BODY, JUDGMENT, AND
 RENEWAL
OF ALL CREATION AS SIMULTANEOUS EVENTS (NO INTERVENING
 MILLENNIUM)

 

a. Rom 8:17-23 gives no hint of a 1000+ year gap between the
saints’ resurrection and
 the final restoration of all things.

b. 2 Pet 3:3-14 identifies Christ’s coming (4, 10), the
judgment ("day of the Lord" in vv.
 7 and 10-12), and the renewal
of creation (13) as contemporaneous events.

c. 1 Cor 15:22-26 indicates the same.

III. Two Passages Considered Crucial by Millennialists

A. ROMANS 11 (esp. v. 26: "And so all Israel will be saved")

 

1. EVEN IF A FUTURE CONVERSION OF ISRAEL PREDICTED, THIS IS
NOT PROOF
 OF PREMILLENNIALISM

2. NOWHERE IN ROM 9-11 DOES PAUL SPEAK OF A RETURN OF THE JEWS TO
 THEIR
LAND OR AN EARTHLY REIGN OF CHRIST FROM JERUSALEM

3. BUT DOES PAUL EVEN PREDICT A FUTURE CONVERSION OF NATIONAL
 ISRAEL?

 

a. THE CONTEXT OF ROM 9-11: Paul is wrestling with the issue
of how the Messiah,
 foreseen in the OT as a great blessing to the Jews,
could have been rejected by them.

b. ROM 9:1-5 ACKNOWLEDGES THAT ISRAEL WAS CHOSEN BY GOD AND
 POSSESSED
THE HIGHEST SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS

c. ROM 9:6-7 REJECTS THE FALSE IMPLICATION THAT GOD HAS BEEN

UNTRUE TO HIS PURPOSE FOR ISRAEL. His explanation: not all who are
 descended
from Israel are Israel.

d. ROM 9:8 - 10:21: THERE FOLLOWS A SERIES OF ILLUSTRATIONS that
"mere
 physical descent from Abraham did not guarantee the possession of
the blessings
 promised to Abraham."

 

(1) Ishmael (9:8-9)
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(2) Esau (9:10-18)

(3) In 9:24-26, Paul recalls that God told Hosea that He would
choose others who
 were not his people to be "my people." They
would be called "sons of the living
 God." (Hosea 2:23, 1:10)

(4) In 29:27-29 he cites Isaiah 29:16 and 45:9
as evidence that not all of Israel
 would be saved, but only a remnant.

(5) In 10:19 he cites Deut 32:21 as evidence that God
would make Israel envious
 "by those who are not a nation."

(6) In 10:20-21 he cites Is 65:1-2 in defense of God’s
present choice of the
 Gentiles.

 


e. ROM 11:1-10 REAFFIRMS THAT GOD HAS NOT REJECTED HIS PEOPLE:
A
 BELIEVING REMNANT REMAINS

 

(1) Paul cites himself as an example of a believing Jew (11:1)

(2) Israel’s situation is no different than in Elijah’s day when a remnant
was
 chosen.

(3) UPSHOT: GOD HAS BEEN TRUE TO HIS PURPOSE IN ELECTION, FOR
 ELECTION
IS NOT COEXTENSIVE WITH THE WHOLE NATION. (Rom 11:7)

 


f. ROM 11:11, TRADITIONALLY VIEWED AS A TURNING POINT IN PAUL’S

ARGUMENT, IS NOT.

 

(1) Prior to 11:11, Paul stated that God’s rejection of the Jews is
not total. After
 11:11 he seems to say that neither is it final.
Rom 11:12, 15, 25-26 foresee
 widespread conversion of Jews.

(2) YET THIS CONVERSION OF JEWS IS NOT FUTURE - IT IS
 CONTEMPORANEOUS
WITH THAT OF THE GENTILES, AND WILL BE TO
 THE END

 

(a) "Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now
received
 mercy as a result of their disobedience, so they too have now
become
 disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy
as a result of
 God’s mercy to you." (11:31)

(b) I.e., Paul conceives of the Jews’ conversion occurring in the
present as a
 result of the Gentiles’ conversion, which incites them
to envy. Cf. 10:19.

(c) While this did not happen in Paul’s day, the process of Gentile

conversion and Jewish response will continue until "the full number of
the
 Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved" (11:25-26)
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(3) CONCLUSION: WHEN PAUL TALKS ABOUT THE CONVERSION OF
 ISRAEL, HE IS NOT
SPEAKING OF A FUTURE CONVERSION AFTER
 THAT OF THE GENTILES,
BUT A PRESENT ONE IN RESPONSE TO THE
 GENTILES.


B. REV 20:1-10

 

1. PRELIMINARY CAVEATS

 

a. AMILLENNIALISTS HAVE A HIGH VIEW OF SCRIPTURE: They "agree that
if a
 truth is taught with unmistakable clarity in Scripture, it is to be
believed - even if it is
 taught in just one verse." (119)

b. THE QUESTION IS: Is the millennium clearly taught in this passage?

c. AMILLENNIALISM CLAIMS A LITERAL INTERPRETATION: "Amillennialists

want to interpret Revelation 20 in a way that is consistent with the rest
of the
 Scriptures," and in so doing follow the principle that "the less
clear, more difficult
 portions of the Bible are to be interpreted in the
light of the more clear portions, the
 poetry in the light of the prose,
the figurative in the light of the literal." (119)

 


2. THE EXEGESIS OF THE PASSAGE

 

a. NOTHING IN IT GIVES "ANY HINT THAT IT IS TO BE CONNECTED WITH
 THOSE
OT PROPHECIES THAT SPEAK OF A COMING ERA OF NATIONAL
 GLORY FOR ISRAEL"

b. THE CHRONOLOGY OF REV 19 AND 20 IS UNCLEAR.

 

(1) REV 19 SEEMS TO BRING US DOWN TO THE END OF THE AGE, the

second coming of Christ, the final battle, and judgment on the forces of
evil.

(2) IS IT POSSIBLE THAT REV 20 TAKES US BACK TO THE FIRST COMING

OF CHRIST AND THE BEGINNING OF THE CHURCH AGE?

(3) SUCH DISCONTINUOUS CHRONOLOGY OCCURS ELSEWHERE. Rev
 11:18
brings us to the end of the age ("the time has come for judging the dead"),

and 12:1 takes us back to its beginning with its figurative account
of the birth of
 Christ and his ascension.

 


c. REV 20:1-10 HAS TWO VISIONS LINKED BY THE PHRASE "A THOUSAND

YEARS"

 

(1) THE SCENE OF THE ONE (20:1-3, 7-10) IS EARTH:
The vision begins:
 "And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven."
It relates Satan’s binding and
 casting into the Abyss for 1,000 years "to
keep him from deceiving the nations."
 After the 1,000 years he is released,
gathers his forces for a final showdown, and
 is defeated by fire falling
from heaven.
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(2) THE SCENE OF THE OTHER (20:4-6) IS HEAVEN: It, too,
begins, "And I
 saw" - martyred souls reigning on thrones with Christ. This
recalls John’s earlier
 vision of Christ on his heavenly throne (Rev
4-5) and his promise, "To him who
 overcomes, I will give the right
to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame
 and sat down with my Father
on his throne" (Rev 3:21)

(3) UPSHOT: CHRIST’S MILLENNIAL REIGN WITH THE SAINTS IS A
 HEAVENLY
REIGN

 


d. SATAN’S BINDING IN REV 20 IS AN ALLUSION TO THE EVENTS OF REV
12

 

(1) REV 12 DESCRIBES A RESTRAINT PLACED ON SATAN AT
CHRIST’S
 FIRST COMING. Satan wanted to destroy the woman and her
child, but could
 not. Accompanying these events was a heavenly battle in
which Satan was cast
 down from heaven. Might Rev 20 be a recaptitulation
of his? In both places Satan
 is "cast down" by an angel or angels.

(2) THE FIRST COMING OF CHRIST ELSEWHERE DESCRIBED AS A
 DECISIVE VICTORY
THAT CURTAILS SATAN’S ACTIVITY

 

(a) MT 12:28-29: Jesus described his own mission by a parable.
He had
 come to bind (deo - same word as Rev 20:2) the strong
man and carry off of
 what had been in his possession.

(b) JN 12:31: "Now is the time for judgment on this world; now
the prince
 of this world will be driven out (the same word, ballo,
is used in Rev 20:3)

(c) CF. COL 2:15, HEB 2:14-15 and 1 JN 3:8

 


(3) EVIDENCE THAT REV 20:1 IS A FIGURATIVE REPRESENTATION OF
 CHRIST’S VICTORY
OVER SATAN AT THE CROSS

 

(a) AT THE CROSS SATAN WAS BOUND - BUT NOT ABSOLUTELY.
 Similarly,
Rev. 20 says that Satan is bound, but adds: that he might deceive
 the
nations no longer. The word, ethn ("nations") was used by the
Jews to
 designate the Gentiles. Hence, Rev 20 links Satan’s binding
with the arrival
 of salvation for the Gentiles in the present age.

 

i) JESUS DID COMMISSION THE MISSION TO THE GENTILES
 (Acts
26:17-18)

ii) OUR STRUGGLE WITH EVIL POWERS (Eph 6:11-12) IS NOT

INCONSISTENT WITH THEIR BEING BOUND: Jude 6, 2 Pet 2:4,

Rev 9:14 all speak of the fallen angels being bound, awaiting
 punishment.
But this does not mean that they are not active.

 


e. REVELATION ALWAYS REFERS TO THE BATTLE (ho polemos):
Rev 20:8,
 16:14, 16, 19:19
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(1) THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON (Rev 16 and 19) IS
THE BATTLE OF
 GOG AND MAGOG (Rev 20)

(2) IF REV 19 AND 20 DESCRIBE THE SAME BATTLE, THEN THE EVENTS

OF REV 20:1-10 RECAPITULATE THE TIME BETWEEN CHRIST’S
 ADVENTS.

 


f. WHO ARE THE "SOULS" REIGNING WITH CHRIST IN REV 20:4?

 

(1) THESE "SOULS" ARE NOT YET RESURRECTED

 

(a) "SOUL" CAN MEAN "PERSON." IF SO, THEN JOHN’S VISION
 WOULD
BE OF SAINTS IN THEIR RESURRECTED STATE ON THE
 EARTH. E.g., Acts 2:41

(b) THE CONTEXT DOES NOT INDICATE THIS, HOWEVER.

 

i) THE INTERMEDIATE STATE IS INDICATED BY THE
 CONTRAST OF SOUL
WITH BODY

ii) THE SCENE SEEMS TO BE HEAVEN, NOT EARTH: the setting
 of Rev 20:4
appears to be that of Rev 4-5, and 20:4 appears to the
 fulfillment
of Christ’s promise in 3:21.

iii) THROUGHOUT REVELATION THE THRONE OF CHRIST
 AND HIS PEOPLE IS ALWAYS
IN HEAVEN: 1:4, 3:21, 4:5, 6:16,
 7:9ff, 8:3, 12:5, 14:3, 16:17, 19:4-5,
20:11, 21:5, 22:1,3

 


(c) WHAT, THEN, IS MEANT BY "FIRST RESURRECTION"?

 

i) STRIMPLE IDENTIFIES IT WITH THE BELIEVER’S
 RECEPTION INTO HEAVEN:
"The first resurrection occurs when
 he or she departs this life and is
immediately ushered into the
 presence of Christ to reign with him. The
second resurrection will be
 bodily at Christ’s second coming" (127)

ii) OTHER AMILLENNIALISTS IDENTIFY IT WITH
 REGENERATION

 

a) 1 Jn 3:14, Eph 2:4-6, and Col 2:13 speak of Christians
as
 already having "come to life" in Christ.

b) Eph 2:6, 1 Cor 3:21-22, and Col 3:1-2 speak of them
as
 already spiritually enthroned with him in heaven.
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g. WHAT IS THE MEANING OF "1,000"?

 

(1) MOST AMILLENNIALISTS THINK THAT IT SYMBOLIZES THE
 COMPLETION OF
THE AGE ("10" and "3" are numbers of perfection, 103 the
 ultimate
such symbol).

(2) STRIMPLE THINKS THAT IT IS USED TO ENCOURAGE
 BELEAGUERED CHRISTIANS,
stressing the brevity of their present suffering
 in relation to
their glorious reign to come.


[End]


Dr. Robert Strimple is Professor of Systematic Theology at Westminster
Theological Seminary in Escondido,
 California. He was the founding dean,
and the first president of Westminster in California.
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